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Trial Court Questions and Answers 
for 2025-2026 Case
1. There are three counts for this case, is the judge able to pick which count fits or are the attorney's meant to prove all or none?

No, it is up to the prosecution to decide which of the charges they believe they can prove. They should attempt to prove at least one of the counts. 

2. We know that many of the witnesses can be gender fluid, but one of the defense witnesses is named Gloria, which is not a gender fluid name and is referenced as "she/her" in other affidavits. We want to assign boys to play this witness, as there are no other roles for him. Or does this witness need to be played by a girl?

He can play the role. 

3. I noticed that in the case, Jordan Reaves AND Harper Lynn say that the fraud claim for Harper Lynn's transfer was made on January 27, and that the fraud claim was filed the next morning. However, the bank records say that the fraud claim was filed much later on February 2. Is this intended? If not, which date do we follow?

No changes to the facts of the case will be made. 

4. Rule 404(b)(2) in the Rules of Evidence states that on a "timely" request by a defendant, the prosecution must provide notice that they plan on introducing evidence of crimes, wrongs, or other acts. Could we assume that notice has already been given before the trial starts, or does it have to be addressed during pre-trial/housekeeping matters? Also, how would the defendant request that notice? Is it their attorneys requesting it for them?
Defense attorney could request notice in pretrial. 
5. When referring to the prosecution, do we call them "the prosecution" or "the state"? (This question is coming from a judge).

Either is fine. When referring directly to a specific attorney you can also call them “counselor.”

6. Does time stop during objections or when evidence is being entered?
No to both. 



7. Is the burner phone Harper Lynn's burner phone, or was it registered to her campaign? How was the burner phone linked to another device? We are struggling to understand the relevance of the burner phone. The burner phone was not used to trigger the explosive device, and we do not have a call log. The only connection is that the phone was found near Kody's house, and it was linked to a device registered during Harper's 2023 campaign, but we do not know who it was registered to or what device it was linked to. Were all of the business affidavits meant to make the evidence self-authenticating?

No changes to the facts of the case will be made. 

Business affidavits assist in getting around a first hearsay objection. 

8. Is exhibit 8 purposefully missing item 009? For exhibit 9, if the explosion was ignition activated, why would fragments of a timer be present?

No changes to the facts of the case will be made. 

9. Is constructive sequestration allowed?  Rule of Procedure Witness #8: No team may invoke the rule of sequestration. Rule of Evidence6 14: At a party’s request, the court must order witnesses excluded so that they cannot hear other witnesses’ testimony.

Rule of Evidence controls over Rules of Procedure. An update to RoP are pending to remove the reference. 

10. Is there 2.5 minutes of free time?  2.5 minutes of free time in mentioned I Rule of Procedure Timelines #2g, but is not on the current timesheet.
Yes, it cannot be allotted for opening or closing. It must be allocated with the bailiff before the start of the trial (pretrial matters or before).
11. Are all the exhibits with records affidavits self-authenticating under Rule of Evidence 902, even though some of the records affidavits do not state “the making of the record was a regular practice of that activity” per Rule of Evidence 803(6)(C)? 

Business affidavits assist in getting around a first hearsay objection. You still need an authenticating witness to explain what the exhibit is.  

12. Are the student attorneys expected to only address the student judge and ignore the evaluator? In other words, are they expected to not treat the evaluator as the jury?

Correct, the evaluator has no role in the trial. We are trying the case to the bench. 



13. On Exhibit 6, the City IT report, it lists "No biometric login tracking (e.g., facial recognition or fingerprint) was enabled. Device used generic city credentials and a basic 6-character password."

This is the ONLY mention of a 6-character password being used in the entirety of the case, despite multiple other notices that there is NO password protection. Is this an intentional inconsistency within the case or a mistake?

No changes to the facts of the case will be made. 

14. For Trial Court, in Gloria Parker's affidavit it says she lives 2 houses down from Maddox, does that mean on the same side of the street or on the opposite side? We were also wondering if the street that Gloria and Maddox live on has street lamps. Both of these questions are important for witness integrity.

No changes to the facts of the case will be made. 

15. On page 9 of Rules of Procedures, there is a list of pre-trial matters that must be followed by the judge. I have a few questions of all the information that is given. I apologize for the many questions! I am slightly confused and want to clear up everything as much I can. Thank you for all the help in advance!

(1)  Does the judge have to present the pretrial information in the presented order?

No, and the judge can paraphrase or summarize. 

(2) When must the judge give an opening to the attorneys to make appearances before the court? would this be right before the witnesses are sworn in or before the judge asks if the counsels are ready to proceed?

Each judge may do it differently. Most will give general announcements right after “calling the case.” 

(3) Where/when can I announce my preferences for moving about the well, approaching witnesses.. etc?

Each judge may do it differently. Most will give general announcements right after “calling the case.” 

(4) Are there any other specific things that judges have to address that is not mentioned in the rules of procedure?

Judges need to know the Rules of Procedure and the Rules of Evidence and be generally familiar with the Case Materials. 

16. Some of the exhibits include information from the business and information from an outside source, such as Exhibit 5. Please confirm that the hearsay within hearsay rule applies. The business record may be admissible under 803(6) exception to hearsay, but the statement in the record (e.g., email, Twitter post) requires its own hearsay exception.

Yes, Hearsay within Hearsay could still apply to these exhibits. 



17. (6) Records of a Regularly Conducted Activity. A record of an act, event, condition, opinion, or diagnosis if: (A) the record was made at or near the time by—or from information transmitted by—someone with knowledge; (B) the record was kept in the course of a regularly conducted business activity; (C) making the record was a regular practice of that activity; (D) all these conditions are shown by the testimony of the custodian or another qualified witness, or by an affidavit or unsworn declaration that complies with Rule 902(10); and (E) the opponent fails to demonstrate that the source of information or the method or circumstances of preparation indicate a lack of trustworthiness. 
· Exhibit 1: Medical Examiner’s Report • Per business records affidavit - kept in the regular course of business; made at or near the time of the event by/from a person with knowledge • Missing 803(6)(c) – making the record was a regular practice of the activity 
· Exhibit 2: City Council Meeting Transcript • Per business records affidavit - kept in the regular course of business; made at or near the time of the event by/from a person with knowledge • Missing 803(6)(c) – making the record was a regular practice of the activity
·  Exhibit 6: City IT Report (record of contents of laptop) • Per business records affidavit – information in this report was retrieved through forensic audit procedures; logs and digital findings are made in the ordinary course of business and recorded contemporaneously or near the time of activity • Missing 803(6)(c) – making the record was a regular practice of the activity
Each exhibit that has a business record affidavit will be considered to have passed the first Hearsay objection. 
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